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NOTICE. 



This volume terminates an undertaking which, 
whatever critics and the fastidious in literature may 
think of it, has cost considerable labour and time, 
without any expectation, nor indeed desire, of a 
pecuniary return. It is, and from the commence- 
ment was, intended as a votive offering by a native 
colonist of a neighbouring province to that of his 
adoption, and will be found a faithful record of the 
principal political matters in Lower Canada, during 
the Fifty Years of its existence as a separate pro- 
vince and government. The whole, or nearly so, 
has been gathered from official or authentic docu- 
ments, and where these were not to be had, from 
such other sources as seemed fully entitled to credit. 
The reader, it is hoped, will find the various subjects 
brought under his notice, detailed in a clear and in- 
telligible order, sans fard, and as the writer can con- 
scientiously vouch they have been, sans fear, 
favor, affection, or resentment towards any poli- 
tical party, partisan, or person whomsoever, living or 
dead. Some of the details given in this, as in the 
preceding volumes, will no doubt be deemed prolix 
and perhaps unnecessary. We who have witnessed the 
more recent events of stirring interest in our career, 
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and in whloh, indeed, many of us have been actofS^ 
may indeed well so opine, for surfeited by them, it 
must be to ourselves more agreeable, nay profitable, 
to forget than commemorate much of what has taken 
place ; but time, notwithstanding this, will give to all 
those details, however minute or tedious they now 
may be deemed, an interest, and the future historian 
in conning them over will, it is hoped, find no fault 
with the redundancies. 

I must not, however, while proclaiming my own 
disinterestedness in a pecuniary sense, in this publi- 
cation, forget to acknowdedge the obligations under 
which I am towards my friends and publishers ; in 
the first place, Mr. Thomas Cary, for the impression 
of the three first volumes, and in the next, to Mr. 
John LiOvell, for this and the preceding volume. It 
is entirely to the public spirit and liberality of these 
gentlemen that I owe the impression of the work, 
which I should not, indeed could not, have under- 
taken at my own expense, and which at no incon- 
siderable risk to themselves, they generously assumed, 
and which I beg them to be assured I am very sensible 
of and justly appreciate. It is therefore but natural 
I should entertain a desire that they should be 
indemnified for, at least, their outlay, in its impres- 
sion and publication. On this head, I have also to 
acknowledge my obligations to the members of the 
Library Committee of the last and previous Legisla- 
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tive Assemblies, for their sense of the work, as 
signified by their recommendation for the purchase, 
(and complied with by the Assembly) , of a considerable 
number of copies, contributing, by so much always, 
towards reimbursing iny esteemed friends in the 
outlay they have incurred. For myself, I desire 
nothing beyond the approval of a reading public, 

I have previously announced my intention to 
publish in a separate volume a collection of interest- 
ing papers, hitherto unpublished, relating to public 
matters in Lower Canada, Not knowing how lono- 
it may be before those papers will appear, I have 
thought it advisable to insert a few of them at the 
end of this volume. The report of the Chief Justice 
Sewell to the Governor in Chief, Sir James II, Craiw. 
on “ the situation of Canada,” and the latter’s des- 
patch on the same subject to the Colonial Minister, 
Lord Liverpool, will be found interesting, as giving 
the opinions and views of those high functionaries 
on the state of the country and people, with the 
administration of whose government and laws they 
were at the time ( 1810 ) intrusted— —views certainly 
any thing but flattering to the governed, had they 
but known them. The reader is recommended to 
begin by the perusal of these documents, — rather an 
anomalous advice I must admit, — “ to legin at the 
end,’’' but as they precede in date, the matters con- 
tained in the volume, there is nothing out of the 
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way in It, and he will, if I mistake not, find it to his 
advantase to take the course suggested. Whatever 
the reader may think of the views given in those 
papers, their authenticity, he may be assured, is un- 
questionable. In the volume hereafter to be pub- 
lished there are several of equal interest, and which 
it is but right that the public should see. 

The appendices referred to in this and the ante- 
cedent volumes, under the letters A. B. C., &c., 
must lie over for the volume just alluded to. 

R. C. 

Quebec, June, 1854. 
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CHAPTER XL. 

Onfhrcak under Mr. Mackenzie, at Toronto — Sir Jo^ Oolborne 

Eustache.attheheadofthe^^ps- C^P- 

Affair at that place, and submission of the Patoots at St BeMlt 
—Excesses— Mr. Papineau— Loyal movements in the “eig^lwr- 
ing Provinces— Reaction in pubhc ommon, particularly m the 1 
lofstrict of Quebec- Proclamation of Governor Jemson, of Ver- 
mont— Memoranda relating to Major Gugy. 

The leading Patriots in Lower Canada had been in 
correspondence with the Agitators in the Uiiper Pro- 
vince, including Mr. WilliamLyon Mackenzie, under 
whose auspices an Insurrection intended to be auxih- 
ary to that in the Lower Province, broke out near 
Toronto a few days after the affair at St. Denis, whic 
had put that restless and most unscrupulous, 1 might 
without sin say accomplished, demagogue and his 
associates into high spirits. It was suppressed, how- 
ever by the loyal Militia of Toronto, aided by a 
handful of brave Volunteers from Hamilton and Nia- 
gara, headed by the gallant Lieut. Colonel Allan 
Tnow Sir Allan) MacNab, who, marchmg upon the 
insurgents, posted at a place known as Gallows HiU, 
a short distance north of Toronto, put them to flight 
—Mackenzie himself narrowly escaping his pursuers. 

But as these occurrences in the Upper Province do 
not properly appertain to our subject, which is con- 
fined to Lower Canada, we shall not enter upon 

*^The gatherings on the Richelieu having been dis- 
persed, and nothing further to be apprehended fi'om 



2 




Chap, insurrection south of the St. Lawrence, in the Dis- 
XI- trict of Montreal; Sir John Colborne — strengthened 
by the reinforcements from the lower Provinces, 
whom the loyal zeal of the citizens of Quebec * had 
allowed to join him — now determined upon paying a 
visit in person to the patriots, who had collected in con- 
siderable numbers at St. Eustache, a village eighteen 
miles north-west of Montreal, under Amurj^ Girod, 
an adventurer (a Swiss by birth as alleged by some, 
and by others, a native of Louisiana), who,^ 
having by his agitation, attracted the attention, 
and ingratiated himself with Mr. Papincau, was 
named by him to the command of the Insurgent 
or Patriotic Army in the North, and were busy 
in plundering the British inhabitants there, nearly 
a^t whom, threatened with massacre, had fled 



L as a volunteer 



* The foUoiring from a gentleman, who served 

“d t? be relied upon as au'^entic. 
in 1837, when accounts were received in Quebec of the rebel, 
hous movements in the District of Montreal, whole of 
fesh inhabitai^ volunteered their services to the then Governor 
Ma?e-^fv’ of Gosford, to take up arms in defence of Her 

^ j Province— their offer was 

p , and independent Companies were speedilv raised 
^ ^ ^^Vonets of unpTd VilunTee^ 

defenc^orthrSovTnt 

Stions t »“bject to. the rules and 

Quebec. On the 6th of Garrison of 

-rat'S rf.;Jzrczs 
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for their lives, and taken refuge in Montreal, chap. 
The Patriots in this quarter were as much as possi- xt. 
ble kept, it seems, in ignorance of the turn the 
patriotic cause had taken on the south of the Saint 
Lawrence, being assured by their Chiefs that it was 
prospering in that section to the fullest extent of 

their wishes. o- t l 

Accordingly, on the 13th of December, Sir John 
Colborne left Montreal for St. Eustache, at the head 
of a considerable force, consisting of the 1st Regi- 
ment, or Royals, under Lieut. Colonel ‘IVetherall ; the 
82nd Regiment, under the Hon. Lieut. Colonel 
Maitland ; the 83rd, under Lieut. Colonel Dundas ; 
a strong party of Artillery, commanded by Major 
Jackson; the Queen’s Light Dragoons (Provincials), 



for ffeneral service. Lieut. Colonel the Hon. James Hope, of the 
Guards, was selected to superintend the organmng this Jvegi- 
ment, and Lieut. Colonel Irvine was appointed the Major- On the 
'Itb, they had a sufficient number of men ready to t^e the whole 
of the Garrison duty, thereby enabling Sir James Macdoncll and 
the whole of the Grenadier Guards to go up to Montreal ; and on 

the 10th they had their complement of men. 

“ In 1837 and 1838, three Companies of Volunteer Artillery were 
also raised in Quebec. It may be remarked that the whole num- 
ber of Volunteers raised, amounted to about 3,000, and not any 
Canadian— that is, of Fretich origin, was among them— nor ffid one 
offer their services on the part of the Government during either of 
the years that Volunteers were required.” 

I do not clearly understand whether my friend intends his con- 
cluding remark as a reflection upon, or a comphment to, the Cana- 
dians of French origin. Itcertainly may be viewed in l^th lights; 
but I am inclined to think that most men will interpret it as rather 
a ffood trait in the French Canadian character than otherwise. It 
is I strong proof (taking it to be fact,) of the feeling and ^naiiimity 
that prevailed among that class of our fellow-subjects, and that at 
least they were not untrue to each other. I have reason to 
believe, however, that offers of service were made, m some 
instances, by Canadians of French origin, to the Goyernment but 
which, for obvious reasons, it thought proper to decline. As things 
have turned out, they would, if employed, have had httle after 

credit with the Government for their loyalty and zeal in its scr- 
vice, uud very probably bo now and in all time to come, branded 
as traitors to their compatriots as their sole rewai’d. 

R. 0. 



Chap, under Captain Walter Jones, the Montreal Volun- 
XL. teer Cavalry and rifle corps ; constituting in all, 
an effective force of about two thousand men in 
arms, besides a multitude of followers unarmed — the 
citizens vehemently cheering them as they marched 
out of the city. A small force had, a few hours pre- 
viously, proceeded to, and was posted at St. Martin, 
a place near St. Eustache. The ratriots at this place 
were now hemmed in ; there being at Carillon, on 
the Ottawa, in their rear, two Companies of Regu- 
lars, besides the loyal Volunteers of St. Andrews |- 
and Argenteuil, and they consequently had little 
chance of escaping, and none of success by fighting. 

The troops passed the night at St. Martin ; and hav- 
ing early next morning, crossed the river on the ice, 
moved onward to the village of St. Eustache, in the 
church of which the Patriots had taken post, and 
were awaiting the attack. Their force at this place I 
is said to have consisted of about one thousand men. i 
The 1st, or Royals, entered the village by the road 
leading from it to the place known as ‘‘ Grand I 

Brul6” — a few straggling shots being fired at them ! 

just before entering. Two pieces of artillery being , 
placed in position, soon effected a breach in the bar- 
ricade erected round about the church, which was i 
immediately stormed and carried by a party of the | 
Royals led on by Major Gugy,* Provincial Assistant 




* Montreal Barracks, 2\st Dec., ISSY. 
Sir,— In obedience to the orders of the Lieut. General Com- 




^ ^ \w u-Wt WM‘W s m gr^s- 






Quarter Master General, and commanded by Major ctoj, 
wjiri— many of the Patriots escaping by tbej^ 
^Jindows, othLs seeking refuge in the steeple^ ^gg,. 
The Presbvtere (parsonage house) occupied by t 
mlrioB iL), in !he JZ time, after a e.out res.st- 
Lce been carried bj storm, in wmeh several of the 
SSders were slain, and was set Are to, as were also 
WoMsn and Cbnrch. The flames, the wind 

- “S” 

site the centre of the viU^ , afreet occupying the most 

did, and having on^iUrnTre^^ the 

defensible whtfSesired me to detach an 

cireumstanee to offi- 

officer to bnng up m the chur^, and the Artillery 

cer was driven back bv a fire from 

entered the village by ^ , -c^ile some Companies of the 

t;a“S-S“the^ 

Battalion advanced ; a ^ of^the square in ^which the 

seignior’s ’^o’^/rirleT carry it, which 

ev^rS ^ many prisoners, and setting it on 

% the same P^^L^'Mtt.r Sr" 

Provmeial Assistant Qua ,, m,d drove out and 

Major Warde, c“t®’'?<l *®. *f H8 prisoners were 

slew its garrison and set *e^^t Orms^^^^^^ was very 

m^®.'“ Au^v was1"frely wouUd, and the Royal 

conspicuous, Maj _.f^i;illed and four wounded ; and no other 
Kegiment *^a o Brigade. On the morning of the 16th, 

casualty occurred in tne nrig j charge of prisoners, 

Globensky’s eoims was ^t ^ 

and the remamder of Buga “ opposition was 

Ss:s 

with it the prisoners. ^ 

G W. WETHERALL, 

Com. 2nd Bat. or Royal Regt. 

The Dep. Quarter Master General, 

Montreal. 
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Chap, being fresh, extended to an adjoining Convent, and a 
■ 'number of neighboring buildings, about sixty in all, 
1887 . 'ybich were speedily involved in one general conflao-ra- 
tion, the Patriots, after a short but ineffectual contest 
retreating under it before the victorious Troops and 
V olunteers. Some who had taken refuge in the steeple 
ot the Church, most miserably perished in the flames 
to the distress and horror of the spectators, excited’ 
even as they were in the midst of battle and slaughter, 
^octor Chenier, a brave young man much esteemed 
by his compatriots and who had enthusiastically 
embraced the miscalled patriotic cause, was among the 
slain, supposed, a though the number has not been pre- 
cisely ascertained, to have exceeded two hundred.* 

W?m7tl Uti Dccem 

Montreal, 20th December j 183Y. 

General, was’also^W^’rdy woMdfd”''’ Quarter Master 

JOHN EDEN, 

Dep. Adj. GeneraL 

0.™? *h” «i'«i 

from St. Benoit stated that when^hT prisoner, one Major, 

Enstache, the JtebM fort ,t that St- 

men ; but a considerable numbeto/ tltm to about 1,000 

charge from the artiUery. ittLoitti u 
of the rebels fell, or were suflfoeatc^in thet* Imndred 

which had been fired and from li the buildings ^ 

Upwards of twenty bodies irere found in themselves. 

the garden attached to m 

attonptmg to make their cs<ap?foikr,l, Rebels were killed in 
reinforcements!^^^^^^ bringlS^p 
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The loss of the Queen’s Troops and Volunteers was chaj. 
inconsiderable, only one or 

six or seven wounded, among the latte , J 
Gu<rv severely* In the pockets of many of the 
Saif Patriots,^marbles (used Instead of leaden bul- 
lets ) were found, which, it was said, m soine mea- 
rure Teounted for the little effect their 
upon the troops, many more of whom, it is proto 
X must have fallen, had the Patriots been suffi- 
ciently provided with balls, but of which there was a 
deficiLcy. Girod, the General commanding, accom- 
panied by Pelletier, his coadjutor «;• aide^dc-c^ 
like his confrere General Brown, at St. Gharles, a 
few days previously, decamped on horseback from 
the scene^ of action, a few minutes after the fire on 
the part of the troops commenced, pretending that 
he was e;oin<^ for a reinforcement, but reporting as 
.to 6er Majesty’s troops .»d . he 
were put to the route and irretrievably defeated by 
the Patriots. This adventurer committed smcide at 

SaSrembles, a short distance below M 

on the 18th December, the fourth day after his Ibg 
from St. Eustache, by the discharge of a loaded jiis- 
tol throu'^h his head, when on the point of 
s eized by° the police, who had closely pursued hi^ 

• Vmt thjev have not since been heard of, except calling 

taut service both to the e^ influence with the Com- 



Chap, fi’om Montreal, whither with a view of concealing 
himself among his friends he had made his way, on 
deserting his comrades. ^ 

The official correspondence inserted below, taken 
from the papers of the day, is explanatory of the 
progress of the expedition and the results. The 
Commander of the Forces issued a proclamation, 
immediately after taking possession of St. Eustache, 
calling upon the Insurgents to come in and lay down 
their arms.* Sir John Colborne moved forward the 



*St. Eustache, I4.th December, 1837. 

Sm,— lam directed by the LieutenaDt General Commanding, to 
inform you that the forces under bis command crossed the river 
aW three miles Wow St. Eustache and invested the town about 
mid-day. Many of the Rebels made their escape on the appear- 
ance of the troops ; but others attempted to defend themselv^ in 
toe church and the suiroundiug buildings, from which they were 
driven m about an houi’. Our loss has been trifling. One hundred 
tod twenty have been taken and a great many arms. The loss of 
toe rebeh in killed and wounded has been great. dI cSer! 
their leader, is among the kiUed. vuemer. 

I have toe honor, <fec. <fec. 

(Signed,) JOHN EDEN, 

lieut Colonel Hughes. 

Officer Commanding, Montreal 



JJEPVTY ADJUTANT GENERAL’s OfFICB, 

St. Benoit, Dec, 16, 1837. 

the Lieutenant General Commanding, to 
inform you that the forces under his command arrived here to-dav 
having on the march from St. Eustache been met by a Deputatfra 
from this place, which on the part of the few Rebels who rematned 

Sr" laydown their arms, and“o surl 

endei^ uncondition^ly. Girouard escaped last night and the 
gi eater part of the habitans have returned to their homes. 

I have the honor to be. 

Sir, 

Yom* most obedient servant, 

JOHN EDEN, 

Lieut. Colonel Hughes, 

Officer Commanding, Montreal. 




day after the affair at St. Eustache, with his force ohap. 
for St. Benoit, where the Patriots were said to be 
strongly fortified, and which he entered at noon. 
Previous to his leaving St. Eustache in the morning 
—a flag of truce from the Patriots at St. Benoit came 
in to Sir John, tendering submission, but it did not 
prevent his march upon that place, which had been 
the very centre and hot bed of the Rebellion. White 
flags, as he passed along, were displayed from most 
of the houses on the way, in token of the peaceable 
disposition of the inhabitants, and they were accord- 
ino'ly respected. Simultaneously with this move- 
ment by the Commander of the Forces upon Saint 
Benoit (Grand Brul§), another was made upon St. 
Scholastique by a division under Colonel Maitland. 

At St. Benoit, Sir John Colborne found upwards of 
250 men drawn up in line, and exhibiting white 
fla«fs. They declared to Sir John, that they surren- 
dered themselves at discretion and implored forgive- 
ness of their error in taking arms against their 
Sovereign and Government. * 

* TO THE CLERK OF THE PEACE — DISTRICT OF MONTREAL. 

Head Quarters, 

Montreal, \^th Dec.y 1837. 



Sia I am directed by the Lieutenant General Commanding, to 

acquaint you for the information of the Magistrates of Montreal, 
that the Force under his command from St Eustache, and that 
from Carillon, marched on the 16th instant, on the Grand 
Brule, and halted that day at St Benoit, where the arms of the 
Rebels who had for sevei-al weeks been pillaging that section of 
the country, were deUvered up. The farmers who had been com- 
pelled to fly from their homes m consequence of the menaces of the 
insurgent leaders, Girod, Girouard, Chenier, Dumouchelle and 
Chartier, and the outrages committed by them, are returning to 

their farms. . , , ^ * 

Colonel Maitland, as you will perceive by the following extract 
of a Report from him, marched to St. Scholastique yesterday, and 
will return to Montreal by St. Therese. , j at 

The Royal Artillery, Royal, and 83rd Regiments, and the Mon- 
treal Cavalry and Rifle Corps have returned to Montreal. 

I have the honor to be. Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

(Signed,) JOHN EDEN, 

Deputy Adjt. General. 






3 . The Commander of the Forces dealt with much 
humanity towards them, dismissing most of them, 
^ detaining only those who were known to have been 
the ringleaders, whom he sent prisoners to MontreaL 
The total number of those sent from this place and 
St. Eustache, was stated in the newspapers at 105. 
Papers of importance, it was reported, were found 
in Mr. Girouard’s house, throwing considerable light 
on the revolutionary scheme and its ramifications ; 
but as they have not been published, we are ignorant 
of the particulars. Major Townsend, of the 24th 
Regiment, with the Troops, previously at Carillon, 
in the rear of the Insurgents, and a strong body of 
the St. Andrews Volunteers, arrived at St. Benoit 
shortly after the main body from St. Eustache had 
niarched in. As usual on occasions where the minds 
of men are exasperated by intestine broils, much 
wanton mischief, in the destruction of property 
belonging to unfortunate Patriots, was perpetrated 
particularly by the party under Major Townsend, on 
their march from Carillon to St. Benoit, who on 
returning to his quarters at the former place, with 



Hon. John Maitland, dated St- 
Scholastique, 16th December, 1837: 

of 'fpr ‘o St- Scholastique, I-n-as met at the entrance 

of the vill^e by about 300 men with -white flags, who came to 
orirnf-f^ themselves and deposited in my custody about 60 stand 

Tillage I saw several groups of 
assembled from different parts of the parish, amounting 
to about 6 or 600 persons. They all appeared to be very humble^ 
M, Troops with frequent cheers for the QuLn.” 

Ml. Girouard, surrendered himself a few days afterwards at 
Coteau du Lae, to John Simpson. Esq., the Collector at that port 
toMmTjfir treated, but of necessity forwarded 
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two Companies of the 24th Regiment, writes on the 
18th December : — — . 

“Carillon, Dec. 18,1837. l88^ 

“Sir, -I have the honor to report for the infor- 
mation of His Excellency the Lieut, general Com- 
manding, that I commenced my ma „ 

Grand Brule, at half-past two o clock, P. M., on 
Saturday last, with the tromis 

proceeding by the route of Cote Double andCbte bt. 
K, and drived at my quarters at Carillon, at 
-ahrmt 9 o’clock the same night. 

Prior to my leaving Grand Brul6, 
house in the town was set fire to, m well as the 
Chu“h, Priest’s house, fa. No 

was snared to save as much as possible, but the irre 
IkrCSps employed were not to be controlle.^^ 
fnd were, L every case, I believe the instruments 

of the infliction. Two houses were burnt on the h ^ 
of march by the same hands, both belonging to m i 
° d^rwho hove token o lead in the 
Ihe one belonging to a mon of the name of T.que, 
the other Chenier. 

I have the honor to be. Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

H. D. Townsend, 

Major, 24th Regt. 

The Hon, Col. Chas. Gore, &c.” 

It is however, to be oTiserimd, that many of those 
who ierved as Volunteers on the occasion were per- 
ins wlThad been exceedingly ill-treated and phm- 
Tered by the Patriots, while m the ascendant dur- 
in<T a Sat part of the preceding summer, an^ Jfbo, 
therefore now seized the opportunity of retaliati g, 
Ind Sch it was not in the power of the Command- 
ing Officer to restrain. 



Chap, Sir John Colbome having effectually suppressed 
XL. the Rebellion in this quarter, and re-established 
order throughout the District, returned on the 17 tb 
* December to the city of Montreal, the Troops and 
Volunteers following at intervals by divisions. The 
prison was now filled to overflowing with the captive 
Patriots, awaiting with anxiety their fate ; but to 
the credit of the Government be it said, though mar- 
tial law was in force, no examples were made nor 
did even a trial take place before a Court Martial. 
It would indeed have been worse than folly to have 
brought any of them to trial, when in the excitement 
of the times, dispassionate jurors could not be found, 
before the Courts of Criminal jurisdiction, and whose 
functions, for that reason, were now suspended. The 
Courts of Civil Jurisdiction, nevertheless, continued 
without interruption in the usual exercise of their 
functions. Numbers of the prisoners were discharged 
during the winter, who went home, thanksgiving to 
Providence, and to an indulgent Government for 
being allowed so cheaply to escape the penalty of 
their treason. Mr. Papineau, who, as previously 
stated, had made good his retreat a day or two after 
the affair at St. Charles, very prudently passed the 
\yinter incog in the neighboring Republic, (a por- 
tion of the time at Albany, and the remainder at 
Philadelphia,) not even writing to his lady to 
acquaint her of the place of his retreat, who never- 
theless must have been informed by his friends that 
he had effected his escape and was beyond danger. 
This, however, was not generally known, and as 
many believed him to be still in the Province, he, to 
encourage the belief, preserved silence in his retreat, 
rightly thinking that so long as the Government 
entertained a prospect of securing him as the chief 
ofiender, it would be the less disposed to be severe 
upon those in its power, and that time might thus be 
gained as well for instructions from England, which 



18 



I 



he believed would be the case, to deal humanely chap, 
with the unfortunate Patriots, as to let the passions 
of \hose in whose immediate power they were, cool 

‘^“Surin.r these occurrences in Lower Canada, the 
neighboring Provinces were not indifferent spec 
tors In Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, as well 
2 in Upper Canada, Volunteers by thousands were 
rfferin- their services to march upon the Insurgent 
Patriot, t The brave Highlander s of Glengary were 

tody for high S tjjg jay When they were taken from 

forthcoming, were hW executio^ 

their Chambly w^ present at the 

especially as the ^ \ 1 1 them in the most pathetic 

time. The Eev. “ere to be liberatU they 

I Govebnmest House, 9th December, 1837. 
r. B. Head. ^mtia Oeneral Order. 

Hi. £ 

recent account^ that ‘t “ y ^ ^ ^ brave and loyal 

Province to wf C^nal. to pnt down Rebellion, 

S" to s. g«oj' E.,!.. .t o~. 

Batbumt, Johnstown, Ottawa Ra^ aerceablT to the MiUtia 
shall take all rncasnr^s 

LawsoftheProvmc^forf^^^^ Queen's Forces or 

tte*^ldSitia of’Lower Canada, “ hrayeij of the 

His ExceUency rehes upo^ &“ service^to their 

Militia of Upper C^da, for rende^ ExceUency 

RTa^rh^toSSS^tem wherever they have been called 

into the fieli f„r*i,er nleased to anthorize the forming of 

,bLS.f ™j“S 
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point of marching, when by notification frotn 
John Colborne that the Rebellion had been 
suppressed, their services were dispensed with for 
the present. The following from the Quebec Gazette 
of the 22nd December, 1837, shews the reaction in 
public opinion that was now in progress.* 



emp oyed, shall take upon himself to release any Prisoner taken 
the Government, or any one apprehended on sus- 
the practices ; but all such persons are to await 

Se cWgeTa^li!fsltt:"“^ 

Co>-“wall Obseryer of the 21st instant mentions that on 

£ abYur2®OOo““sir£/"“'’ “iUtia, mustc “ 

mg aoout 2,000 strong, assembled at Lancaster for the nurnose of 

DonncU^Fral? "“‘•er the command of D. M’ 

^onneU, Fraser, Chisholm, and A. M‘Donnell. Tlie field Dieoe« 

sl£hf*°litir different regiments were mounted on strong 
and men of these bravA ^ inform the ofiicera 

difrerer£i^£^'tLTovi£"7“““ recently held in 

bitante to iLiestr^ Oddity of the inha- 

dom of Great Britain King- 

Gazette of yesterday Ouehpi- Hf ’ from the French 

“ Counta December, 1837. 

the 16th -Mr ^™ffard**M^ 

on the 19(i ££rfe Tr£d* af G^°e-eye, 

Filteau, Secretary ^ ?r >“ «'>“>•. f’rs. 

rebellious moyenTents, and in £norf^^^^ 

^ “Another meeting Cle“d3be ‘ ®“«>«rity. 

L. E. Dubord, Esquire J P in tlm ' 2 *^ instant, at Champlain, 
Esquire, J. P„ SeLteiy ’ ^ J- Martmeau, 

pelee£:r£r >“ of reform by 
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STATE OF VERMONT. 


Chap. 





XL. 


A PROCLAMATION. 


1837. 


By the Governor. 





“ It is known to my fellow citizens that disturb- 
ances have broken out in the neighboring Province 
of Lower Canada, which have resulted in bloodshed. 
The head of the Provincial Government has issued 
his Proclamation, declaring Martial Law m the Dis- 
trict of Montreal. • MV ^1. 

‘‘ This state of things necessarily changes the rela- 
tions which have heretofore existed between the 
inhabitants of this State and that Province, and the 
possibility that any, through the influence of ardent 
feelings, may be betrayed into acts of unauthorized 
interference, induces me to call the attention of my 
fellow citizens to the subject. . , 

“ With the Kingdom of Great Britain we are m a 
state of profound peace. We have treaties with that 
Government which it is our duty, and I trust our 
desire, to fulfil to the letter. 

“ County af Nicolet.—t^ meeting held at Bdcancour, on the 
18th instant; when Captain Reaux, the senior captmn, read the 
Governor’s Proclamation ot the 20th November, and two resolu- 
tio^we iZcd, expressive of the attachment of the meeting to 
a rclijol^ oSeWancrof their duty to Her Majesty, and the main- 

meeting was held at St. Vincent de 
Pmd on thT 12th December, Arthur Webster, Esqmre, in the 
chair and Captain Germain and Dr. Joseph Pratte, Secretaries, 
when nine decidedly loyal resolutions were passed, imd an associa- 
SoTed in sup^rt^of the public authority, and the Address of 
St Rocb Suburb adopted and numerously siped 

“ Countv of Laprairie . — A meeting was held at Lapraine, on 
the 9^h Dfce4bei-!^when an Address to the Go^ was adopted, 

sion of the County of Portneuf was held, according to pubUo notice, 
on the 17 th instant, at eleven o’clock. 
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Cha['. It is obvious that as a nation we have no right 
intermeddle with the (-Constitution of any neigh- 
boring power. While as Republicans we prefer that 
form of Government under which it is our happiness 
to live, a decent regard for the opinions of others, 
will prevent all dictation as to the form of that 
Government. 

‘‘ Principles which have been admitted for ages, 
forbid all national interference, unless in the charac- 
ter of allies, and it is scarcely necessary to add, that 
individuals should not do that which the Government 
CQjTfiuot — must not do. * 

“ It has been represented to me, that in some few 
instances arms have been furnished, and hostile 
torces organized within this State. No one can be 
Ignorant of the consequences of such a state of things 
It allowed. Such forces may be repelled, and our 
erritory be made the theatre of active warfare. This 
IS not to be tolerated for a moment, and every good 

J “ “• 

Mr. Huot, the other Member for the County, also attended and 
Addr^s to His Excellency the Governor in Chief partly 

.f *1 T ?th instant expressing the regret of the inhabitants 

held^rt°8L Eastern Division of the County was 

“ At adopted at this meeting. 

.pp«tat.d t. 

District 

Machiche; forSec ™ti^ 

and St R^a-h’s Ch d^r for 

Sw,«Ma,C33r.?B.i;ZEJ 
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citizen will appreciate the importance of rebuking c^p. 
all such acts as may tend to produce it. 

“ That comity which binds nations to each other 
condemns all interference in their ^ 

and the laws of Congress are explicit 
elation, subjecting those who improperly interfere to 
heavy penalties and imprisonment. . , r i 

“ U^er these circumstances and with those fee - 
inffs I have thought it my duty to issue this my 
pSlamatlon, c.u&mng my fellow ^ 

all acts that may subject them to penalues, or in any 
way compromit the government. 

‘‘ Our first duty is to our own Government , and 
the greatest benefit we can confer on the ^ 

giving them a perfect example in the 
lovernment. With other nations our conduct should 
L regulated by the principles of an enlarged and 
Lhgftened philanthropy. In war we m^y treat 
them as enemies ; but in peace they are to be 

' “The Rieht Eeverend Joseph Sigmay, CathoUo BiBhop >f Qu^ 

“““Ttfobiect of the letteris to exhort the Clergy and 

Via nn their ffuard against the disorganizmg doctrines which 

mandement concludes by earnestly recommending peace 
throughout the country^ .md “ ^e^vedtuTr" ad in the 

notification is given _ tVonsands of persons and 

if any have teen “isgiudedm those a Wrary 

asrsK” “ 

the whole Province .” — Quebec Gazette, 



Chap, regarded as friends. In the present posture of 
XL. affairs our duty is manifest — that of strict neutrality 
— neither lending such aid to either as would be 
inconsistent with that character, nor denying the 
rights of hospitality to either, so long as they are 
within our borders, and maintain the character of 
quiet and peaceable citizens. 

My fellow citizens will appreciate the feelings 
by which I am actuated. The nation’s honor cannot 
be confided to better hands than their own. Their 
zeal in the cause of liberty was never doubted. It 
is only necessary to caution them against such inter- 
ference with the rights of others as might jeopardize 
the peace of the country. 

Given under my hand, this 13th day of Decem- 
ber, 1837, and of the Independence of the 
United States, the sixty-second. 



By the Governor, 
G. B. Maier, 



S. II. JENISON. 
Secretary.’’ 
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” Mr. Gtugy originally served,’* says a Memoir relating to him 
in a Montreal paper, (the Transcript, 30th March, 1841,) “in the 
regular army. He was Gazetted in 1812, and promoted in 1813. 
He is also a very old Militia Officer, his majority dating back as 
far as somewhere about 1828. Besides this, he raised at Quebec 
the first* and best equipped body of Volunteer Cavalry ever seen in 
Canada, at a heavy personal cost. These things were not done in a 
corner ; all the orderly duty of that portion of the country was per- 
formed by them; they appeared and acted on field-days with me 
regular troops on the Plains of Abraliam, and were presented with a 
standard by Lord Dalhousie, who entertained the highest opinion of 

their efficiency. , r n 

“ During the period that occurred immediately after Mr. Gu^ 
left the regular service, he studied the Law. No man in Canada 
has exhibited talents of a higher order at the Bar. Mr. Gugy 
was also in Parliament an active member, a zealous advocate for 
the preservation of British connexion, and an able speaker. 

“ Now comes a period when Mi*. Gugy rendered most essential 
services to Canada and to the British Government. As a Magis- 
trate, f with a species of roving commission and an immense discre- 
tionary power, during the rebellious times (1887 and 1838), he 
was found indefatigable, supplying intelligence that very few could 
have obtained, and exercising the powers of his mission with 
remarkable judgment and lenity ; and when the extent and intent 
of the Rebels were known, Mr. Gugy was attached to the three 
successive demonstrations at St. Charles, St. Eustache, and Colonel 
Gore’s second visit to St Denis. The letters subjoined speak for 
themselves. Sir John Colborne promoted Major Gugy to the lank 
of Lieut Colonel in the Militia, promising to make him Adjut^t 
General in this service, and earnestly recommended him for that 
post to his successor the Earl of Durham.” 

Copy of a Letter from Colonel Wetherall, commanding Royal 
Regiment, to Major Gugy, Depy. Asst. Qr. Master General. 

“Montreal, 29/^ December y 1838. 

“My dear Sir, — It not only affords me the greatest pleasure to 
record my opinion of your services whilst attached to the force 
under my command, during the operations against St. Charles in 
November last, but in so doing I only acquit myself of a duty i 

owe to your merits. , ^ j 

In my despatch to His Excellency the Lieut. General Command- 
ing, I deemed it necessary to mention how much I was indebte d to 

♦An error.— The latT Hon. Matthew Bell, an eminent merchant 
of Quebec, preceded him in this respect^ having for several years, 
previously, realized and commanded a Volunteer troop. 

l-Mr. Gugy was in fact apptanted Inspector of Rural Police 
for the District of Montreal, and in that capacity rendered very 
important service to the Government, exercising his delegated 
power in those anxious crises, with a diligence, humanity and judg- 
ment that did him infinite honor, as testified by many of the most 
vehement of the Patriots themselves. 



Chap, your valuable aid, and I subsequently stated the same 

XL. personally. 

I also wrote to the Attorney General, by whose advice you were 
1837. ftttached^ to the force, stating more fully mv sentiments ; and so 
far as I was competent to do, recommended your being further 
employed. 

I have no copy of that letter, but the substance was that from 
your zeal, unwearied activity, and peculiar tact in eliciting intelli- 
gence from the most unwilling, your hardy courage and prompti- 
tude in execution, you were the best partisan soldier * I ever met 
with, and that with a select troop oi Mounted Police, you would 
do more to secure the peace of Lower Canada than any other mea- 
sui’e that could be devised, for that no rebel or treasonable agitator 
could escape your vigilance and decision. Subsequent events have 
made me better acquainted with your character, and have strength- 
ened the opinion I had before deliberately formed and which I 
shall be always happy to avouch. 

I was sorry to hear from Doctor Faraden, yesterday, that your 
wound was not in so wholesome a condition as he ^vished. You 
must be patient. Confinement is irksome to one of your active 
habits, but be patient. 

Beheve me to be always most truly yours, 

G. D. WETHERALL, 
Lieutenant Colonel, 
Commanding the Royal Regiment, 

Major Gugy, 

D. A. Quar. Master General. 

I hoped before this to see your promised rank announced. 

G. D. W. 



♦ It may not have been so intended, but there is something, if 
I mistake not, fastidious in the terms “ partisan soldier,” too often 
observable in Officers of the Army towards Provincials or native 
Colonists, exceedingly offensive to the latter. Colonel Wetherall, 
it is true, speaks in all other respects very approvingly of the ser- 
vices rendered him by the partisan soldier, as well indeed he might, 
it being mainly owmg to his local knowledge, foresight, judicious 
advice and arrangements in proceeding through a hostile population 
to the scene of action that the Colonel owed his success. So precari- 
ous, indeed, was deemed the expedition to St. Charles, after news 
of Colonel Gore s defeat at St. Denis, that a Messenger was 
despatched after Colonel Wetherall while on the march thither, 
with an order to return to Montreal, which luckily he did not 
receive, the despatch being intercepted by the Patriots. Without 
m the least intending to detract from the known merit of this 
excellent officer, there is cause to believe that but for Mr. Gugy’s 
knowledge of the country and advice, in which happily he had 
confidc^e, he would have rushed head foremost like Colonel Gore 
at St.^ Denis, against the Patriots at St. Charles, and very proba- 
bly with the like result, and not a man of the detachment have 
returned alive to Montreal— such was the excitement of the coun- 
try through which they had to pass. But directed by Mr. Gugy, 
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Copy of a Letter from Colonel the Hon. Charles Gore, to Major 
Gugy, dated paragraph relates to matters of a 

>«*’• 

being able to sa,y that duiing P , , Z ^ost zealous. On 
conduct was highly gentleman y, ^ , service, finding you 

yonr being attached to me on a paitm^i^^^ ^ 

■were also equal to mihtaiy dutae , _ ^ Assistant Quarter 

attach wu “y, P®Pg?^“geiieney very wilU 

Sf. «.d 

Church, which was to the Counties on the 

After y»“'-/®®"^®;y employed in disarming 

Richelieu, and also to St. H^emtUe, t^e 66th 

the habitans in conju^tion y ^ .^e^e also directed to 

Regiment and other M> ^^’7 J°f" .hfcoi^^^ and you 

exert i\Cs‘at trilSX InKer pS^es. at^the 

addressed the habitans ^ St Hyacimoe good effect 

Assembly called ^ joes in 1837 and 1838 as highly 

"SC “1 ”• 

be of any service to you. 

I am, my dear Sir, 

Vo.™ ooM. 

,h»o tto,o..h 

hood was of the highest "*>^7 hi« men as to 

by slow and easy marches, c , , Chai’les fresh and fit for 

sict.3 60 .( b»n ^ 

action. ILacn man oi nnp dav’s rations, on leaving Fort 

Chlmbiy fo^ StCharks ^Mr. <?«g7''/®®”®®‘l!^tn^‘:f4tX 
on the emergency the duties C tjje”J^l^n^ility of purchas- 
Master General, tU W night 

ing cattle to provision himself, as I have 

upon the inhabitants, of all w ic inhabitants declare, greatly 
heard tlie military and ^ ^ the public satisfaction, 

atexi ..ppf» .b.r 

on the occasion. r. C. 

•Major Gngy, I 

wound after he had actually ^"^® y, /^bet ball entered on the 
of surprise that he ^„^® '^bieh! near to the carotid 
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Diarj should have mentioned that, although you reported 

P* yourself fit for duty, after your wound, it was still open, and you 
proceeded on your duty to the Richelieu, still suffering from its 
^^^'^enects. r« n 

1 he above are testimonials selected from the public prints of 
the times, highly creditable certainly to Major Gugy, as coming 
trom Military men of rank and consideration, intrusted with the 
Queens authority in subduing the unhappy outbreaks at the 
periods in question. But he also wiis, it is clue to him to observe 
obtaining vouchers which are to be seen in 
fn ^ period, though of later date, far more gratifying 

^ a generous mind than even those, as bearing testimony of ^thf 

wherowia he acquiUed him- 
self of the delicate mission as Inspector of Rural Police entrusted 

of most respectable n>^es in the 
i>istnet of Montreal are subjoined ineludinir 
• Parochial Clergy in the same quarter, all testifv- 

ntf f Gi^ys humnity and kindness towards such of the Patn- 
ots as fell mto the hands of the troops, in conjunction with whom 
It was his duty to act, and his respect for. ani prot^tloTof the 
persons and property of those whom the fortune'or rather i^sfm! 
tui^ of war had ma4 “ prisoners and captives.” 

ne?i”miwno^to“do“ti^ mdifferent man- 

memoir of hirntt^^tfl 

^rfI«T^orr?ther7h was a co^istent Con- 

tai'^Sesln of inlv ^ly (emoethe Parliamen- 

op^TtZiz^^s Mnu!::rA‘'tT 

Conservative ranks, and ran“in“ Klf at the 

pose, wlilch nevciWless failed Zm The n ‘‘“e^e^mg pur- 

unworthy suppleness which with ti P’’°P‘*'mting them — a piece of 
of that Adnn*J.^raS;n to cur^v^ other meannesses, characteristic 
finally to swamp them ’in the estfraatio7^*^?/ opponents, helped 
them deservingly from office The treat J P^J’**®*’ drove 
not, however cousiderino* i ® alluded to could 

between it and Mr, O’eabdicatfem^nf 

untoward step, leaving on the score fff but 

on his eseutef^omTuH^o ^pot 

public speaker, much of n mLe • / ^ ' ®ugy, though as a 

affectation, enjoys nevertheless th '®*’ “Pproaching indeed to 
joys neveithcless, the reputation of an acute, cool 
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and able debater in Parliament, as well as of a sound jurist and 
skilful practitioner in the Courts of Law. 

Tius much relating to this gentleman had been composed as a ^ ^ . 
pendant or note to the last chapter (in the 4th volume), in which 
it was intended that notice of the affair of St. Eustache, where he 
was severely wounded, should have been included, as may be seen 
by referring to the contents prefixed to the chapter; but the 
volume, not admitting of room, it was unavoidably transferred to 
the present. Not seeing his name mentioned in eonnexion with the 
affair at St. Charles, Mr. Gugy, with exeusable sensibility, deem- 
ing his services entitled to some notice at the hands of an impar- 
tial annalist, hastily concluded that they were overlooked, and 
addressed me the following letter, to which — ex debito justitice — I 
most willingly make room. R. C. 

Darxoo, Sth Aprily 1853. 

My Dear Sir, — You have no doubt occasionally reflected upon 
the hard fate of those men, who in the great American contest for 
liberty, took the Royal side. Those who perished in the field, as 
well as those who withered by slow decay in the Acadian or 
Canadian wilderness, having in many instances sacrificed enormous 
wealth and the highest social standing, are all aUke ignored and 
forgotten, or remembered only through the hereditary devotion of 
some generous descendant. The feats of their successful adversa- 
ries fill volumes, but where shall we look for the historian of their 
fidelity, their daring and their worth? To compare very small 
things to great, I venture most respectfully to submit that, while 
you have enlarged upon the acts and deeds of gentlemen whom I 
liad the misfortune to oppose, allowing them even to make their 
own statements, you have altogether overlooked me. 

With your permission then, I would say that on the memorable 
22nd November, 1837, I was requested % Lord Seaton, then Sir 
John Colborne, to repair to Chambly. I accordingly proceeded in 
that direction during a storm, which making it unsafe for the 
steamer to approach the wharf, compelled me to swim my horse 
for a considerable distance on the South side of the St. Lawrence. 

On arrival at about eight P. M., I myself delivered to Colonel 
Wetherall the order to march that very night, with all possible 
secrecy and speed. The Colonel was not to halt ; he was to reach 
St. Charles by a certain hour next morning, and instantly to attack 
the place. In many respects the Commander of the Forces rec- 
koned, as I shall show, without his host. In the first place, not 
one of the Force knew anything of the roads or people, nor do I 
believe that more than one spoke French, of the body. The storm 
raged so fearfully, the rain poured in such torrents, and the frost 
set in afterwards so intensely, that as we approached St. Mathias, 
men and horses were all equally fatigued. Indeed, though they 
might perhaps have proceeaed somewhat farther, and though Col. 
Wetherall, in obedience to liis orders, insisted on continuing the 
march ; they were all so exhausted as to be unable to cope, on 
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Qi broken or woody ground, successfully with any resolute enemy. Col. 
P* 'Wetherall, as I have said, was determined to obey his orders lite- 
rally (as it is now known that General Gore did, in marching upon 
St. Denis). From this determination, I must say, since no other 
‘ * will, that I had the good or bad fortune to dissuade him. I induced 
him to halt — I billeted his men and horses in the neighboring 
houses until daylight. It was only at that period, however, that I 
learned that we had marched without a dollar, without a loaf of 
bread, without a Commissary and without a spare cartridge — a 
pretty predicament in an enemy’s country, surrounded by thou- 
sands of armed men. 

Reaching Rouville about noon, I purchased bullocks and flour — 
secured the services of butchers and bakers, procured spirits, and 
served all out to the troops. Obtaining information which led me 
to fear that some disaster had befallen Colonel Gore, recom- 
mended Colonel Wetherall to send for Major Warde and an addi- 
tional Company of the Regiment then at Chambly and I pointed 
out the mode by which it could be effected. He was to enter the 
scow, then used, for ferrying over the Richelieu at night, and hav- 
ing reached the middle of the stream, he was to compel the ferry- 
men to drop down to St. Hilaire. As you justly say, by adopting 
this course, the men arrived fresh ana ready for service. I thus 
have at least the merit of having been a little more tonn merely 
an extempore Commissary. 

It was I too, who, to spare the effusion of blood, sent in the 
respectable old Canadian, mentioned by Mr. Brown, with a 
request that the people would disperse. Lastly, I positively 
state it was not the Queen’s Forces who fired first, but the gen- 
tlemen on the other side. 

There are, no doubt, many living witnesses of the foregoing 
facts. On the 14th of December, being an Assistant Quarter Mas- 
ter General, in order to prove that the ice on the Ottawa was 
safe, I was the first to cross it. I did so at a hand gallop in the 
presence of the troops, at a spot which suited us, but which had 
been open two da^s before. I also pointed out the mode by which 
the guns could be safely crossed, and guided the horses with my 
own hand. 



Without adverting to facts which are well known, I dare assert 
that impatient and dissatisfied at finding the Royal Troops 
so long successfully resisted as they were on that morning ; I 
^ught and found a vulnerable spot, and immediately thereafter 
led the column by which it was assaulted and taken. 

You know how my zeal has been rewarded, 

I am, my dear Sir, 

r» • .L- . Yours, &c. 

K. Christie, Esqmre. GUGY. 

This despatch was carried during the night at very imminent 
nersoiml risk from Rouville to Foi*t Chambly by Sidney Belling- 
am. Esq., accompanied by one of the Montreal Cavali*y, and 
delivered to Major Warde at four o’clock in the morning. R. C. 
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{From Colonel Gngy to (he author.) Chap 

Will you listen to an anecdote of another Governor? Lord 
Metcalfe sent for me one day, and informing me that the Oregon''-^ 
question was likely to end in war, desii-ed me as Adjutant Gene- ‘ 
ral, without disclosing that information, to organize the Militia. 

At that time Uiere were some Officers of the several Volunteer 
Corps who held higher, some lower rank therein, than they had 
held in the Militia. There were Officers of Militia who had refused 
to assist in suppressing the Rebellion ; there were many who were 
implicated in it; more who had been merely passive. All these 
persons' had conflicting pretensions, which were not without great 
difficulty reconciled during Lord Metcalfe’s administration. But 
when Lord Cathcart assumed the reins of Government, he insisted 
on managing these matters himself, and his panacea for every 
complaint was a long parenthetical general order. I have shewn 
you some of the verbose General Orders which he penned, and you 
have seen the criticisms which they provoked. They were cer- 
tainly eudited in very questionable English ; and as he insisted on 
my fathering them, I was mercilessly assailed by the Press, 

In spite of my remonstrances, among other tilings, in order to ele- 
vate to a Lieutenant Colonelcy, one of his countrymen, who held 
no rank whatever, he chose to organize the Fire Companies of 
Montreal into a Battalion— the text of the Statute and the evident 
intention of the Law exempting Firemen, to the contrary notwith- 
standing! Hostilities being then impending, he did me the honor 
one day, among other matters, to express his opinion, tlmt I had 
talents for war ; and he assured me that, in the event of its being 
declared, he would give me the command of a Brigade! But there 
was no war ; and his turn being served, he allowed his Ministers to 
introduce into Parliament a Bill for legislaiing me out of my office. 

This was done accordingly, and he thereby summarily removed a 
public officer, of whom, in his letter of the 3rd Februaiy, 1846, he 

spoke as follows: — ^ ^ i x 

“ Admitting fully every consideration that is due to your per- 
sonal character, and with the highest esteem which a knowledge 
“ of the zealous services you have so conspicuously rendered to 
“ your country on many occasions has created, as well as paying a 
fust tribute to the devoted loyalty to your Sovereign which you 
have always evinced, the Administrator of the Government is 
“ however satisfied from what has come before him during the 
“ short period in which you have acted under his immediate 
“ orders, that your superior talents and acquirements might be 
“more suitably and advantageously employed in some other 
“ branch of the public service.” 

The compUment might certainly have been more ^racetullv 
expressed, but it could scarcely have been more emphatic. Such 
were the terms in which he signified the result of an opimon, 
which he had previously expressed, “ that no Colonist should 
hold the appointment of Adjutant General.” Such was his style, and 
I complain only of the inference that what « came before him, 

P 
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Cliap. result of my acts, when in fact I was^ but the passive 

XL. instrument of a man who, comprehending nothing, meddled with 
every thing, and not only imagined he could write, but actually 

1887. borrowed his light from James Smith! lie thus punislied me for 
his own mismanagement; for he was himself the Adjutant Gene- 
ral. It may be added, that having deprived me of my income in 
one branch of the public service, he forgot his more than implied 
promise to employ me in any other. 

Such was the reward of “ devoted loyalty '' — such the meed of 
“ zealous services conspicuously rendered.” It conveys a valuable 
lesson. A. G. 

This most disingenuous “dodge” here alluded to, of legislating 
Colonel Gugy out of his office, was at the time attributed to pri- 
vate pique on the part of Mr. Attorney General Smith — tlien a 
leading but most inefficient Member of the Goveraraent — against 
that gentleman, who, it was said, and I believe truly, had refused 
to suggest in his official capacity, to the Governor, certain appoint- 
ments in the Militia of the County (Missisquoi), represented by 
Mr. Smith, which this gentleman was desirous of making, to dis- 
tinguish by his especial favor, some of those by means of whoso 
influence he had seated himself in the Assembly, but which Col. 
Gugy did not deem consistent with justice, inasmuch as the remo- 
val of persons of at least equal merit to that of those whom 
It was proposed to appoint, and without any just or other cause 
than Mr. Attorney General’s displeasure, was contemplated, in 
order to make room for them. If men in power, would only bear in 
mind that they are but guardians and trustees of the rights of 
others, and in exercise of their trust, have just magnanimity enough 
to forego the indulgence of their own petty prepossessions and 
resentments, what an amount of individual heart-burning, public 
trouble and expense might there not be spared ? Mr. Gugy, while 
Adjutant General, it is to be observed, had been honored, by Sir 
Charles Metcalfe, with the rank of Colonel of Militia, This 
step facilitated in some sort the “dodge” in question, which 
was ^ follows: — It being necessary — ^in 1848, owing to the exist- 
ing discussions between the American and British Governments, 
relating to the Oregon Territory— to recast the old Militia Laws of 
the two Canadas, now united, into a single and uniform code ; it 
was among other matters enacted, that an Adjutant General and 
two Deputy Adjutant Generals, one for each section, (Upper and 
Lower Canada,) of the Province, might be appointed by the 
Governor : the first to be a Colonel in the Militia— the latter, 
Lieut. Colonels. Lieut. Colonel Plomer Young of the line, was— in 
conformity with Lord Catlicart’s notions that no Colonist should 
hold the office of Adjutant General of Militia— appointed to that 
post, with the rouiid salary of £1,000 a-year, but which being 
reduced the following Session, he resigned As Col. Guoy held 
the rank of Colonel, he could not, it was pretended, hold the office 
of Deputy Adjutant General, which was conferred upon Doctor 
Tache, one of the opposite class of politicians to that of Colonel 
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Gugy, but it was, ne^^crtheless, a popular appointment, Mr. Tach6’s Chap, 
character for impartiality and integrity being universally admitted, xl. 
It was, besides this, more than insinuated, that Colonel Ougy’s 
unpopularity among the great body of Lower Canadians, rendered 1837. 
his removal expedient — an argument which, if he really were 
unpopular, considering whence it had arisen, namely his acti- 
vity and acknowledged services during the Rebellion, never could 
have been used by an upright and honorable Government, and 
could have proceeded only from a time-serving Adminis- 
tration. It is satisfactory to state, that they obtained no credit for 
the “ dodge” in sacrificing Colonel Gugy, to whom, however, they 
allowed, on giving liim his conge^ a year’s salary, (£600,) the 
very party, whom to propitiate, they had sacrificed him, despising 
tliem more than ever for it, and under the pressure of whose con- 
tempt they soon afterwards were extinguished, to the satisfaction 
even of most of their old friends, who had seen with disgust their 
miserable shifts and obsequiousness to their opponents. 

There is, and has always been, a tendency, in metropolitan ofiS- 
cials originating in selfisnness, to imdervalue if not trample upon 
native colonists, as if the latter really were morally, intellectually 
and physically their inferiors, a delusion by which, among a mul- 
titu^ of others, Lord Cathcart, during his accidental and short 
administration seems to have been led astray, and which the 
memorable and glorious struggle for, and achievement of inde- 
pendence by our auglo-saxon kinsfolk the people of the United States 
of North America, late British Colonists, ought to have dispelled. 

It is but natural that men of spirit among the native colonists 
should resist the tendency of metropolitans to monopolize every 
thing ; and this feeling, I have no doubt, induced Mr. Gugy in the 
prospect of an approaching war, to look for the rank of Colonel 
conferred upon him by Lord Metcalfe. Being restricted in the 
Militia service to the rank of Lieut. Colonel, no colonist could 
ever expect to command either in quarters or in the field. In the 
last war with the United States to make security doubly sure, 
every Major in the regulars was, by general order, elevated to the 
local rank of Lieut. Colonel. It was, I am iuclined to believe, an 
unlawful order, but it was obeyed by the Canadian embodied 
Militia, though not without disgust by its best superior officers 
who felt themselves disparaged, indeed degraded by it, while patrio- 
tically serving the Empire in co-operation with regulars, and in 
defence, moreover, of their own hearths and altars, inasmuch as a 
regular major was always sure to turn up on the least prospect 
of active service, to the exclusion of the Militia Lieut. Colonel 
who was thus excluded from all hope of command. And thus 
if there were a chance of distinction it was reserved for the regu- 
lars. If there were an unpleasant service the Militia were ordered 
to perform it. 

Why indeed, it may be asked, should not we as well as our 
neighbours in the United States, have Generals of Militia? Why 
should the Provincials bo always subordinate to men who buy 
their commissions, as grocers do their figs, to sell again? 





Chap. To talk of exclusion on the ground of a pi:e8umed incapacity is 
XL. idle — for assuredly some might be competent for commanc^ as 
Lord Cathcart justly deemed Colonel Gugy, and here as elsewhere 
1887 the right of selection might and would, doubtless, be constitution- 
* ally exercised. It is not every General in the army who is entrusted 
with a command, nor would one in a hundred of the Generis of 
Militia aspire so high — but the time has come for all*right-^nded 
Colonists to assert and maintain their perfect equality with Me- 
tropolitans. 

K. C. 



August, 1853. 






CHAPTER XLI. 

Lord Gostord proposes retiring from the Go^mmen^Corr^ 

s^ndence on the subject with the Minister-JWment of he _^ 
K C. Bishop of Montreal— Addresses to the 1837. 

denarturc— ^ir John Colborne assumes the Governmen^t'ene 
raf Order to disarm the habitant in certain Counties of Montre^ 
—Doings on the Frontiers by the fugitive 

and approval by the Minister of Su- John Colborne s coquet— 

Act suspending^ the Constitution proclaimed— Special 
mceSrvieef of Volunteer Milftia dispensed 
Law ceases-Dooument transmitted to - Working Men “Jlsso- 
riatiorS Loudon ’-Constitutional Associations of Quebec and 
Montreal— Mr. Andrew Stuart of Quebec delegated to Engl^ai^ 
by the former, and Messrs. Mofett and Badglcy by the 
i^ed determination of the British wp^ation m J„wt S 

for a reunion of the Provinces— Opinions upon the subject in 

Upper Canada. 

The Earl of Gosford— sensible at length that his 
Administration had proved a failure, and that all 
further attempts to conciliate were on 

the 2nd September to the Colonial Minister it 
is evident that the Papineau faction are not to be 
satisfied with any concession that does not place 
them in a more favorable position to carry into effect 
their ulterior objects, namely, the separation of t 
country from England, and the establishment of a 
Eepublican form of Government. Mr. Papineau has 
goim such lengths, that he must now persevere m 
fhc course he has taken, or submit to a defeat which 
would annihilate all his power and influence, ihe 
plan he pursues clearly shews he 
L all in his power to obtain his ends. — Mi. Papi 
neau has emissaries in various directions ; and thoug 
I do not conceive there is any ground for alarm, sti I 
great caution and vigilance are required to guar 
Lainst the evils that might follow froin the attempts 
making to excite discontents among the pe«Fe» bJ 
the most abominable misrepresentations. Ihe tixe 



